
          
      Minutes of the Annual Bulcote Parish Meeting 

held in Bulcote Farm Committee Room  
                                     on Tuesday 15th May 2018 at 7.00 pm 

 
Present: - Councillors K. Simpson (Chairman), P. Mountain, Mrs. K. Jackson 
and A. Washbrooke. 
R. J. Aston (Clerk to the Council) 
 
1. Apologies 
Cllr. N. Leaves sent apologies. 
 
2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16th May 2017.  
The Minutes were approved. 
 
3. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman reported that the planning applications for additional housing in respect 
of Bulcote Farm and Burton Joyce Car Sales are still in progress and have not been 
resolved by the District Council. In relation to Bulcote Farm, supporting documents 
appraised externally with public funds have been withheld from public view. 
The Parish Council has embarked upon the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan to 
help protect against future development in the Parish. 
Work on Roper’s Field has progressed but is constrained by finances and the 
telephone box is due to be repainted as soon as the building works going on next to it 
are completed. The telephone box has been provided with power that has been used to 
provide Christmas tree lighting. The information board has been refurbished and lamp 
post poppies were purchased from the British Legion. 
 
4.  County and District Councillor’s Report 
These were included in the Council’s AGM on the same evening. 
 
5. Parishioners’ matters 
No parishioners were present. 
 
Date of next Annual Parish Meeting – Tuesday 21st May 2019  
      
Approved:- 
 
 
Chairman 
 
Date: 



BULCOTE PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMANS REPORT – May 2018 

Highways & Footpaths 

The condition of Old Main Road was reported on during the year and a limited amount of repair 

work was undertaken by NCC Highways. 

A resident reported on the poor condition of the waste bins either side of the junction of Old Main 

Road and the A612 and these were replaced with new. 

The need for some street lighting around the village green was raised, but after an approach to Notts 

County Council the cost was deemed prohibitive. 

Planning Matters 

Planning has again been a significant issue during the year with amended applications having been 

received for Bulcote Farm and the Burton Joyce Car Sales site. 

A robust objection to the revised proposals for the Bulcote Farm development was submitted by the 

Parish Council together with a considerable number of letters of objection from residents, following 

a mail drop.   As a result of a request by the Parish Council, we were also allowed to view the 

Viability Assessment, prepared by the applicant in support of the need for 48 new build dwellings to 

enable the restoration of the existing farm buildings.  We were disappointed however, that given the 

importance of this document in supporting the extensive new build; we were not allowed to copy it 

or to make notes on its content.   The Parish Council viewed this as unacceptable given that the 

document forms the basis of the argument for new build and that it was appraised by a company 

paid for through public funds.  Despite considerable objections to the proposals the matter remains 

unresolved.  An email sent to the chair of Severn Trent Water received an unhelpful reply. 

In response to previous objections to the development of the Burton Joyce Car Sales site in relation 

to its massing, the revised proposals raised similar concerns.  The Parish Council again objected on 

the grounds of the size and height of the proposals together with the totally inadequate parking 

provision. 

The application for a proposed dwelling within the Conservation Area at Gable Oaks was rejected by 

both Newark & Sherwood and the Parish Council, but was approved on appeal to the Planning 

Inspectorate. 



With the planning pressures upon Bulcote and at the instigation of Councillor Leaves it was agreed 

to try and develop a Neighbourhood Plan.  An initial questionnaire was distributed to all households, 

and produced a 41% response.   Following an initial meeting of those who expressed an interest in 

forming a Steering Group an application has been made for a grant.  If successful this will enable the 

Parish Council to employ professional assistance to move the plan forward. 

Community Matters 

Work on Ropers Field has been limited by financial constraints, but some work has been undertaken.  

New fencing and a pedestrian gate were provided alongside the approach to the church together 

with fencing across the gated access from Ashworths.  Also following an assessment by an 

arboriculturalist, two Ash trees were removed for safety reasons. 

The telephone box was noted to be in need of painting and Councillor Leaves agreed to attend to 

this following completion of the works on Walnut House.  Thanks to Pete Jackson, new light and 

power has been provided to the box which enabled a tree and lights during the Christmas period. 

Following an approach to the Burton Joyce and Bulcote Local History Society the information board 

was refurbished. 

The Parish Council supported the British Legion in their poppy appeal by providing a number of 

lamppost poppies.  These were well received and further poppies have been acquired for this year. 

 

 

Keith Simpson 

Chairman – Bulcote Parish Council 
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BULCOTE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Council held on 15th May 2018 at 
7.00 pm in Bulcote Farm Committee Room 
 
Present: Councillors K Simpson, Mrs. K. Jackson, P. Mountain, and A. 
Washbrooke. 
Clerk:  Mr. R. J. Aston 
In attendance: - County Councillor R. Jackson and District Councillor T. 
Wendels 
 
1. Election of officers 
K. Simpson was elected Chairman of the Council. 
P. Mountain was elected Vice-Chairman of the Council. 
 
2. Apologies   
Cllr. N. Leaves sent apologies. 
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting     
The Minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2017 were approved as a true record 
of the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
   
4. Matters arising from previous Minutes   
There were none not arising elsewhere in the agenda.    
      
5. Highways and Footpaths 
a. Litter bins 
Following comments from residents, new litter bins have been installed. 
b. County Councillor’s report 
i. The County Council is to spend £23 million on road repairs. 
ii. The interactive speed checker owned by the County Council can be requested if 
required.  
 
6. Planning Matters 
Planning applications received 
There were none. 
Planning decisions 
There were none. 
Other planning matters 
a. Planning matters in progress – Bulcote Farm 
The District Councillor reported that he understood that the planning application was 
near to being presented to the Planning Committee, either in July or August. 
Comments are awaited from the Conservation Officer and further information 
requested from the applicant, including a summary of viability justification, is yet to 
be received. 
The County Council Highways is objecting to the application on the grounds of the 
poor access arrangements. 
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It was noted that the Chairman had tried to interest the Nottingham Post in the 
application but the newspaper had not responded. 
b. Burton Joyce Car Sales site 
The District Councillor reported that the Conservation Officer has asked for more 
detailed elevations of the proposed building and a viability statement is, also, awaited. 
It is not known when this application will be considered by the Planning Committee. 
c. Gable Oak 
Noted that, although the Council had opposed the adjusted boundary, the Planning 
Authority had approved it. Clarification from the Planning Authority had been 
requested as the revised boundary appeared to contradict what had been approved on 
appeal. 
 
7. Community Matters 
a. Ropers’ Field 
Noted that 2 ash trees had been removed on safety grounds. Cllr. Mountain agreed to 
meet with a contractor to make arrangements for grass cutting. 
b. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr. Leaves arranged a meeting of 14 people who are the potential Steering Group for 
the Neighbourhood Plan. Helen Metcalf, the planning consultant, also attended the 
meeting. 
Newark & Sherwood District Council has been advised of the Neighbourhood Plan 
work and Bulcote Parish is now a designated area for a Neighbourhood Plan. An 
expression of intent has been sent to an organisation which will give assistance in 
obtaining funding. 
An application for a £6,000 grant, which will cover the cost of the Neighbourhood 
Plan, has been made and a reply should be received in the next 4 weeks. 
(Post meeting note – the grant has now been approved.) 
A further meeting of the Steering Group has been arranged for 25th May2018. 
 
8. Finance 
Bills for payment 
a. Payments 
The following payments were approved:- 
 HMRC – PAYE - £50.40 

EON – Electricity for telephone box - £39.04 
Andrew Blyth – Audit fee - £50.00 

Payment of the Clerk’s salary for April and May and expenses of £84.67 was 
approved.  Following a national pay award, it was agreed to accept the award and 
increase the Clerk’s salary by £6.09 per month. 
b. Accounts 
The Council approved the accounts and the Annual Return for the year ended 31st 
March 2018 after considering the governance and internal control protocols, which 
were thought to be satisfactory. 
 
9. Correspondence 
There was none that had not been dealt with elsewhere in the agenda. 
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10. Any other business/AOB for which written notice has been given 
a. General Data Protection Regulations – GDPR 
The regulations come into force at the end of the month and are designed to regulate 
the use of personal information held by organisations. The Parish Council does not 
hold personal information other than the wages information. The Nottinghamshire 
Association of Local Councils has issued recommendations for parish councils and  
Bulcote Parish Council has followed these recommendations by agreeing the 
resolutions which are shown in No. 10 of the attached agenda for the Council meeting 
on 15th May 2018. 
b. Parish Clerk 
The Clerk announced that he would retire on 31st March 2019.  
            
11. Reports of delegates  
There were none. 
        
12. Date of next meeting – 18th July 2017   
          
Approved  
 
 
Chairman 
Date 


